MARTIN J. WALSH 


TITO JACKSON 


Election 


In the final hours before 
polls open Tuesday, 
Walsh moved about the 
city with little fanfare, a 
subdued end to his re- 
election bid. Jackson 
trekked across town in 
his quest to be the first 
challenger in more than 
50 years to unseat a 
Boston mayor, B1. 


The birth of cool 


Tuesday: Much cooler. 
Highs 48-53, low 37-42. 


Wednesday: Chilly, windy. 
High 47-52, low 39-44. 


High tide: 12:56, 1:09. 
Sunrise: 6:25. Sunset: 4:30. 
Complete report, B9. 


In the news 


Real estate experts expect a 
fierce bidding war for 20 
prime development acres 
put up for sale at Widett Cir- 
cle, between South Boston 
and the South End. C1. 


Saudi Arabia charged Iran 
with an “act of war,” raising 
the threat of military clashes 
after the kingdom intercept- 
ed a missile fired from Ye- 
men. A3. 


The long-running dispute 
between Tufts Medical Cen- 
ter and its unionized nurses 
has intensified over com- 
ments by the hospital’s chief 
executive. C1. 


President Trump said Japan 
could protect itself from a 
nuclear-armed North Korea 
by buying billions of dollars of 
US arms equipment, drawing 
an explicit link between trade 
and security. A3. 


Neighborhood Health Plan is 
offering options that waive 
out-of-pocket costs for a 
slate of treatments and pre- 
scription drugs in a bid to 
add customers. C1. 


Governor Charlie Baker re- 
launched a hate-crimes task 
force after a series of trou- 
bling incidents. B1. 


The House Ways and Means 
Committee kicked off a mar- 
athon session to amend and 
vote on far-reaching legisla- 

tion to overhaul taxes. A2. 


For breaking news, updated 
stories, and more, visit our website: 
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A Texas tragedy compounde 


Air Force admits error let 
man buy rifle after conviction 


ee 


JAY JANNER/AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN VIA AP 
Sheree Rumph of San Antonio prayed over the 26 crosses erected in Sutherland Springs, Texas, near the site of the church massacre. 


KEVIN CULLEN 
COMMENTARY 


By David Montgomery 
and Richard A. Oppel Jr. 
NEW YORK TIMES 

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas — A day after a 
gunman massacred parishioners in a small Texas 
church, the Air Force acknowledged Monday it had 
failed to enter the man’s domestic violence court- 
martial into a federal database that could have 
blocked him from buying the rifle he used to kill 26 
people. 

Under federal law, the conviction of the gunman, 
Devin P. Kelley, for domestic assault on his wife and 
infant stepson — he had cracked the child’s skull — 
should have stopped him from legally purchasing 
the military-style rifle and three other guns he ac- 
quired in the past four years. 

“The Air Force has launched a review of how the 
service handled the criminal records of former air- 
man Devin P. Kelley following his 2012 domestic vi- 
olence conviction,” the Air Force said in a statement. 

It said Heather Wilson, Air Force secretary, and 
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Considered armed and deranged 


laming mental illness is a bit 
rich. 

That’s exactly what Presi- 
dent Trump did, pinning the 
murder of 26 men, women, 

and children in a Texas church on Devin 
Kelley’s mental illness. Problem is, the 
president supported the congressional 
rollback of an Obama administration 
policy that made it harder for the men- 
tally ill to buy guns legally. But that was, 
like, nine whole months ago. 

As any honest, sentient human being 
knows, what happened in Texas, what 
now happens with alarming frequency, 
is — yes — about mental illness, but it’s 


more about guns. Any person, sane or 
insane, can buy a rifle like the Ruger 
that Devin Kelley used to slaughter hu- 
man beings as they worshipped a God 
who must be wondering if He made a 
mistake when He gave us so much free 
will. 

The setting, a small white church in a 
dusty rural town, was shocking. The fact 
that it happened at all isn’t. There are 
too many unstable people in these Unit- 
ed States with unfettered access to 
weapons whose only utilitarian purpose 
is to kill human beings. 

Will this, the obscene slaughter of 
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Trump pushes NRA agenda, 


yet gun lobby’s advances slow 


ERIC GAY/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


First Baptist pastor Frank Pomeroy and his wife, 
Sherri, discussed the death of their daughter. 


By Annie Linskey 
and Evan Horowitz 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — After an alleged 
Islamic State sympathizer born abroad 
plowed into pedestrians in Lower Man- 
hattan, killing eight people, President 
Trump called for an enhanced version of 
his “extreme vetting” procedures for im- 
migrants. 

But in the wake of a mass shooting 
that left 26 dead in Texas on Sunday, 
Trump’s response was markedly hands- 
off. He declared that “mental health,” not 
guns, was the underlying issue. 

The difference in the response to two 
cases of mass murder, according to critics, 


is the massive influence from the coun- 
try’s largest pro-gun organization: the Na- 
tional Rifle Association. 

The group endorsed Trump early in his 
presidential campaign, poured more than 
$30 million into his election campaign, 
and has even echoed Trump’s own anti- 
media messages in its advertising. 

That support has translated into hav- 
ing a strong friend in the White House. 

“Donald Trump is the NRA,” said 
Shannon Watts, the founder of Moms De- 
mand Action, a gun-control group she 
launched after the 2012 Sandy Hook mass 
shooting in Connecticut. 

The clearest evidence: Despite 
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House leaders 
weaken crime 
law overhaul 


Pare down proposals 
passed by state Senate 


By Jim O’Sullivan 
GLOBE STAFF 

House leaders on Monday moved to 
rebuff a Senate effort to legalize sex be- 
tween teens who are close in age and 
raise the age of criminal responsibility to 
19, releasing a pared-down version of the 
dramatic overhaul of the state’s criminal 
system that passed the Senate last 
month. 

The House bill, like the Senate’s, 
would allow courts to expunge criminal 
records in many cases, including juvenile 
transgressions and those in which the of- 
fense is no longer a crime under state law 
— a key provision due to the state’s re- 
cent legalization of recreational marijua- 
na. 
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With Cora at their helm, Red Sox take 
dramatic step away from a painful past 


By Bob Hohler 
GLOBE STAFF 

Early in 2002, the Red Sox desperately needed a 
new manager to calm their mutiny-minded clubhouse 
after a disastrous 2001 season and a chaotic start to 
spring training. 

No finalist boasted a better résumé than the Domin- 
ican-born Felipe Alou. But the job went to the less expe- 
rienced Grady Little, extending the Boston franchise’s 
legacy of hiring white managers only. 

Fifteen years later, the streak has ended, with the 
Sox turning to Alex Cora, a native Puerto Rican, to 
guide a talented team that went home quickly the last 
two Octobers under John Farrell and seems in need of a 
dynamic young leader. 

Cora, 42, was introduced Monday as the first minor- 
ity manager in the Boston team’s 117-year history — a 
watershed moment for a franchise still burdened by a 
record of racial intolerance in the 20th century. The 
Sox are the 26th of the 30 big league clubs to hire a mi- 
nority manager. 

Cora presented the Puerto Rican flag to Dave Dom- 
browski, the team’s president of baseball operations, at 
a news conference at Fenway Park to thank the Sox for 
supporting the island after the devastation of Hurri- 
cane Maria. 


“Tm proud to be a Puerto Rican,” Cora said. “You’re 
going to see that flag and a lot of fans from back home. 
But I see it that I’m a capable guy, and, yeah, I under- 
stand the history throughout the game. 

“There’s not too many Latino managers. There’s not 
too many minority managers, but there are 30 capable 
managers, and I’m one of them.” 
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DAVID L. RYAN/GLOBE STAFF 


New Red Sox manager Alex Cora was formally 
introduced at Fenway Park on Monday. 


